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Dear Parents,
First of all, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who contacted me with such supportive comments
about last week’s newsletter and apologise that I wasn’t able to respond to you all individually. I’m so pleased it
was received so warmly and made many of you feel reassured about the challenges of home schooling.
Despite being the Easter holidays, school is still open to provide childcare to pupils of key workers. Over the
last two weeks the number of pupils in school have varied from 11 to 0 each day. I am very fortunate to have
such a caring and committed set of teachers who have all willingly given up their Easter holiday to provide
childcare where needed.
I hope you are all enjoying your daily exercise? Kara Green (Aura yoga studios& treatment room) has produced
some free yoga and mindfulness on from home via the Zoom app on Tuesdays 12.45-1.15pm (repeated on
Thursdays at the same time). Children and parents are saying they are really grateful for it, which is
wonderful!
Download the Zoom app and to join the meeting click on
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/365844781?pwd=dXNERERBajU5N1pKcDRVdFBuWTZyUT09
Meeting ID: 365 844 781
Password: 029704
Coronavirus support for school, parents and pupils
Babcock has a new webpage with Coronavirus support for
schools, parents and pupils, which is being regularly updated
with useful resources. As we know, the coronavirus pandemic
is affecting all public services at the moment and affecting
individuals at a personal level in many different ways this
means that school staff, children and young people and their
families will be feeling a complex mix of emotions and perhaps
feeling overwhelmed. We have therefore added a number of
practical resources and online help to our website for school
staff and for children and their families. This includes:







Information, guidance, useful links and teaching
resources to use with all pupils including pupils with a
SEND and pupils for whom English is an additional
language
Learning at home resources and activities
Activities to support mental health
Useful links to help explain coronavirus to children
Link to support calming Coronavirus anxiety in children
https://www.babcockldp.co.uk/campaigns/coronavirussupport-for-schools-parents-and-pupils

Devon Schools Covid 19 website page
This has now been set up and provides key
messages and information for schools and
parents on the Covid 19 situation.
Key information available includes:
o school closures,
o what this means for schools
and parents in Devon
o Should I send my child to
school?
o DfE coronavirus helpline
o School resources and
information on key workers
and messages for parents.

No internet or poor internet?
If you are concerned that your child cannot access online
materials, or that screen time for the entire length of the
school day can have a negative effect on children’s wellbeing
then have a look at these 4 documents for ideas:
https://medium.com/pobble/simple-and-fun-non-screenactivities-that-children-can-do-at-home-115543cb3b9c

https://www.devon.gov.uk/document/schoolsand-families/

Home learning packs for each year
group
Classroom Secrets have created home
learning packs to take the stress out
of these uncertain times due to the
outbreak of coronavirus.
Each pack contains all you’ll need to
ensure your children continue to learn
during any school closure.

https://www.spreadthehappiness.co.uk/product/60-thingsto-do-for-adults-indoors/

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/free
-home-learning-packs/

https://www.parktrust.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/03/30Things.pdf

https://www.spreadthehappiness.co.uk/product/100-thingsto-do-indoors/

NSPCC Learning (which is primarily aimed at
people who work with children) has
updated ‘How to have difficult conversations
with children’ content to include references to
Coronavirus:https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguardingchild-protection/how-to-have-difficultconversations-with-children/
Childline have developed a new page on the virus,
which has lots of helpful information for
children:https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/yourfeelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-aboutthe-world/coronavirus/

Key workers
Please remember that school is still open for
pupils of key workers if you are unable to keep
your child safe at home. Please e-mail
admin@... by 6pm if you require childcare for
the following day. This helps us to ensure
adequate staffing is arranged and ensures
that staff do not make unnecessary travel.
Thank you.

