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Dear Parents,
To mark the start of Children’s Mental Health Week (1-5th February) , The Duchess of Cambridge,
Patron of Place2Be, has sent a message of support encouraging children and parents to find ways to
share their thoughts and feelings, particularly during such a challenging time. During the video
message, The Duchess highlights the crucial need for parents and carers to look after their own
mental wellbeing, and the impact that this has on the children in their care.
In the message, The Duchess of Cambridge said:
‘’This is a hugely challenging time for us all so please look after yourself too. Find those ways in
which to share your thoughts and your feelings or find someone to talk to because we really do
need to be the very best versions of ourselves for the children in our care.”
https://youtu.be/PEBURwEL9HM

World Book Day Toilet roll challenge
World Book Day is on 4th March
2021. To mark the occasion, we thought
it would be a lovely idea for the children
to take part in the ‘Toilet Roll Challenge’.
The challenge is to simply design your favourite book
character or book using a cardboard tube such as a
toilet roll or kitchen roll.
Photos of your entry must be sent via Google
Classroom by Monday 22nd February, teachers will
then judge the entries and the winning ones will be
sent to Babcock School Library Service to win a
possible prize. Good luck everybody, I’m sure we will
have some fantastic work to enjoy and will be a great
challenge for the children.
Please see attached poster with further information.

Keeping active during lockdown
Please see the attached PDF of East
Devon School Games PE and Physical
Activity at home-KS1 & 2 weekly guide
to ideas for week beg. 8th February
2021.

Reading challenge
Are you up for the challenge of reading 100
books? Book Track is a reading scheme for
children aged 6 and over and will help develop
both a confidence in and a love of reading. Sign
up to the scheme with your local library using
this form bit.ly/BookTrack, choose your level
and off you go! Alternatively e-mail direct at
ottery.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk. You’ll
collect badges and stickers along the way, and
you can even ask for book recommendations
from your library! Sign up now and start your
reading adventure.

February half-term
On 26 January, The Department for
Education (DfE) confirmed ‘Schools will
close as usual over February half-term
and are not expected to remain open to
vulnerable children and the children of
critical workers during that week.’
th

Support with Domestic Abuse
British pharmacies launched a code word during
January 2021 to tackle a feared spike in
domestic violence during lockdown, telling
victims to “Ask for ANI” at the counter to
secretly summon help. The scheme is backed by
the Government and Safeguarding Minister
Victoria Atkins.
“Ani”, stands for ‘Action Needed Immediately’,
by asking for ANI domestic abuse sufferers will
be taken into a private room by trained
pharmacy staff and offered support, where
they can be put in touch with police, support
services and helplines.
A video produced by the Home Office can be
found via this link.
For further support, see
www. gov.uk/domestic-abuse

Have a lovely weekend,
Take care and stay safe,
Cheryl Boulton

SATs and Y1 phonics screening update
In recognition of the challenges posed by
the pandemic, the Department of
Education have now cancelled both Key
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 SATs tests for
2021 (Y2 and Y6 pupils). The aim is that
with the pressures of SATs lifted,
primary schools will have some space to
address the urgent issues of educational
recovery.
Please note the Y1 phonics screening check
for June 2021 is also cancelled.

Online safety
For advice and resources to support you as
you support your child to use the internet
safely, responsibility and positively and to
help keep your child safe online see:
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advicecentre/parents-and-carers
Keep up to date with the online world.
CEOP, NSPCC, Barnardo’s, and Children’s
Society websites have a lot of useful
information about keeping children safe
online.

