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CLASS 2 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER AUTUMN TERM 2019 

                                                                                                    Friday 20th September 2019 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you enjoyed the summer break. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to 

Class 2. The children have now had over two weeks to settle into their new class and its routines. 

The information below is a guide to inform you of some of the exciting learning opportunities that 

your child will be offered this term. 

English: Reading is crucial to develop skills across the curriculum therefore as a school we 

encourage children to read a wide range of material and regularly assess every child. The reading 

scheme is an essential part of this as it incorporates a variety of text types and levels within the 

colour band. Depending on the complexity and length of a text, books might not be completed in 

one night; please either write finished in the Reading Record book or the page number that the 

child has read up to, before initialling it each night. We do not encourage children to race through 

the reading scheme as we find fostering an environment where children read for pleasure 

produces better results and comprehension skills. 

In our fiction work we will be looking at a range of stories and poems. In order to develop the 

children’s understanding of inference and deduction there will be a strong emphasis on 

characterisation - the reasons why characters behave as they do. In our non-fiction work we will be 

looking at instructions and information texts. 

There is a very heavy focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) in the Year 2 

Curriculum. The children will be taught specific grammar and spelling lessons but in order to 

continue to embrace creativity we will use stories and others texts as a starting point. 

The children will soon start to have library sessions on Thursdays. We have a wide range of fiction 

and non-fiction books which supplement the reading scheme. Although we encourage 

independence, please remind your child to bring their book in each week to change or renew it. 

Mathematics: This year we are continuing the Busy Ants scheme of work, produced by Collins. 

This scheme incorporates many problem solving elements in order to develop the children’s 

understanding of the mechanics of maths and how it is used in real life situations. The children 

have begun by working on addition and subtraction calculations to 20 and above - either mentally 

or by using classroom resources - and investigating the properties of 2-D shapes. The children will 

now continue to build on number and place value skills.  Other maths topics this term include more 

use of the four operations (addition, subtraction, division and multiplication), missing number 

problems, measurement (length), patterns, money, fractions and time.  

mailto:admin@west-hill-primary.devon.sch.uk


 

Science: Our topic this term is ‘Animals, including Humans.’ We will be exploring a range of 

different animal life cycles, the basic needs for growth and survival and why humans should 

exercise, eat healthily, have an understanding of food types and the importance of hygiene.  

Computing: Our timetabled slot is on a Tuesday afternoon. The children will be taught coding 

skills, information technology and digital literacy. In coding lessons, there will be an emphasis on 

what algorithms are and how they work. The children will also have a chance to practise the basic 

functions of a Word document such as creating, storing and accessing work, as well as printing 

and importing images. Digital literacy will be devoted to the importance of e-safety through stories.  

History: Our topic this term is ‘My Family’ and the children will be exploring their own personal 

history. We will also be looking at how playground games and toys have changed/remained the 

same over time.  

Geography: After half-term geography will take the place of history lessons. We will be finding out 

about the weather, seasons and different climates. Activities will explore the impact these can 

have on our daily lives. 

Religious Education: In our lessons the children will explore the key beliefs and stories within 

Christianity and Judaism. They will be introduced to important ideas in religion and will explore the 

special place of story both in their own lives and within the lives of Christians and Jews. 

As Christmas approaches we will be looking at the story of the birth of Jesus, and exploring the 

different ways in which the festival is celebrated. 

Art: These lessons will further develop the children’s skills through our study of the works of art by 

the British Artist, David Hockney. We will be exploring a wide variety of media such as drawing, 

collage, painting and the use of computer technology. 

Design Technology: Our main task this term will be ‘creating a sleigh for Santa with wheels’. This 

will help the child build up skills in building structures, and exploring how they can be made 

stronger, stiffer and more stable. The children will also have the chance to use mechanisms with 

their sleighs (wheels and axels). As you may have guessed, we will be undertaking this work 

around Christmas time! 

Music: After half-term we will be starting weekly recorder lessons (usually on a Monday) in which 

the children will learn about notation. Please can you therefore ensure that your child has a 

recorder to bring into school. I will send a letter out beforehand to remind everyone.  

PE: We have 2 sessions of PE per week. In the first half-term the children will be in the village hall 

on a Wednesday afternoon where they will be learning to explore shapes, linking and balance in 

gymnastics with Mrs Totten. On Fridays, we will be developing game skills. After half-term the 

children will be taught by our returning dance teacher, Katie Murray. It is important that pupils have 

a PE kit in school every day in case there are changes due to the weather. Children will need 

trainers and tracksuits for games as they are outside, and will be barefoot in the hall when 

necessary. 

PSHE: The children have already learned about internal body parts – this term we will also focus 

on growing up and different emotions. 



 

In Class 2 there are new expectations of the children. There is a heavy focus on independence, 

both in learning and in social skills; this include being responsible for their own belongings! We 

have spent some time discussing the school rules; therefore the children are expected to follow 

them in order to allow every child to learn in a safe and happy environment. Learning behaviours 

are now being discussed every day – and at the end of the week the children that are standing out 

in showing these behaviours are taking home certificates! 

This is a long term in which the children will get tired but, if the early signs are anything to go by, 

they will enjoy the activities. Please keep an eye on the weekly newsletter to find out about 

important dates and events. 

West Hill pays for the children to access the educational website, Purple Mash, both at school and 

home in order to develop the children’s education in exciting and engaging ways. Each child has 

their own account for Purple Mash. Please type in www.purplemash.com/sch/west-ex11 to reach 

the school portal page. The children’s login is the first initial of their first name followed by their 

surname (e.g. jbloggs). Their password is fish01.  

I hope this letter has proved useful. If you have any queries or questions in the meantime please 

let me know. 

Thank you for your support. 

Best wishes 

 

A. Joseph 

Class 2 teacher 
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