
Class One Topic Overview 

Summer Term 2017 

Dear Parents 

Welcome back to the Summer Term! Here are some of the topics and activities that will take 

place. 

English - This term we will be learning different versions of the story of Jack and the 

Beanstalk and writing our own fantasy story in a similar style. We will use non-fiction texts 

to find information and answer questions, for example to find out about growing plants and 

seeds. We will read a range of poems based on the senses, become familiar with the 

structure of rhymes and poems and how they can convey feeling and emotion and will write 

our own poem. Class One will continue to embed phonic knowledge in reading and writing, 

noticing and using punctuation consistently (capital letters, full stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks). Build understanding of what is read to them, as well as their own 

reading, by questioning and recalling events, as well as predicting outcomes.   

Grammar - work for Year 1 includes punctuating writing with full stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks and using capital letters at the start of sentences, as well as for names of 

people, places, days of the week and for the personal pronoun 'I'.  Understand 'singular' and 

'plural', how words combine to make sentences, sequencing sentences to form short 

narratives and begin to add suffixes and prefixes to nouns, verbs and adjectives.   

How you can help: enjoy sharing a variety of books with your child, including information 

texts and poetry, reflecting their own interests – nonsense and humorous poetry adds an 

element of fun! Encourage your child to read a wide variety of print – comics and magazines, 

food packaging, menus, signs and labels etc. Make up nonsense words, either written or 

using magnetic letters, to practise decoding skills. Write notes, messages, treasure hunt 

clues for each other. 

Mathematics – We will build on skills practised in the Spring term: continue to count 

confidently to at least 100, forwards and backwards, beginning from any given number, and 

count in multiples of 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. Find a number that is 10 more, or less, than any 

number up to 100. Read and write numbers to 100 in numerals, and to 20 in words. Recall 

rapidly pairs of numbers with a total of 20, and related subtraction facts, as well as doubling 

and halving numbers. Solve problems that involve addition and subtraction, including 

missing number problems such as  _ + 7 = 16, _ - 5 = 9. Continue to practise multiplication 

and division concepts, and fractions as half and quarter of a shape or quantity. Measure and 

record length, weight, capacity and time, beginning to use standard measurements. 

Recognise and know the value of different denominations of coins and notes, add values of 

coins together and give change. Recognise, name and describe using mathematical language 



a variety of 2-D and 3-D shapes. Understand positional language including half and quarter 

turns.  

How you can help: practise counting skills in 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s, counting forwards and 

backwards from and to a given number. Solve problems that involve counting on or back to 

find the answer, such as ‘How many more do I need? How many must I have left (after some 

have been taken away)?’ Encourage your child to help with weighing and measuring around 

the home e.g. when baking, or out shopping, and with telling the time using both analogue 

and digital clocks to o’clock and half past the hour, (‘What time will it be one hour from 

now?) 

Science – We will identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants. Identify 

and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, vegetables and 

trees. Observe and record plant growth and understand the conditions needed for healthy 

growth. Look at seasonal change and how the weather and levels of daylight change as 

summer approaches. We will learn to identify and name common animals, describe and 

compare structure (including pets). 

How you can help: help your child to identify and learn the names of common wild plants, 

including trees (Nature Detectives is a good website), and common garden flowers and 

vegetables. Observe insects that visit the flowers. Plant seeds and watch them grow, noticing 

what happens if they are not watered or how they turn and grow towards the sunlight. 

Discuss how the garden changes as summer approaches – new plants that grow, flower and 

set seed. 

Computing – We will begin to compose algorithms (sets of instructions) to achieve a specific 

purpose; compose an algorithm to create a program to move a floor robot through a maze 

or a set of instructions to perform a familiar task, ‘debug’ to correct any mistakes. Use 

technology to enhance other areas of learning. Embed e-safety across the curriculum.   

How you can help at home: talk through familiar tasks at home, such as getting dressed – 

what do you need to do first, next – what would happen if you did it in the wrong order? 

When you think it appropriate, discuss e-safety with your child. 

History – We will continue to develop an awareness of the passing of time and events that 

happened in the past - compare seaside holidays in the past with the present day. How you 

can help: ask grandparents or other older friends or relatives about their seaside memories 

from childhood. They may have some photos they could share. 

Geography – Continue to develop an awareness of the wider world – learn about France. 

Locate France on the world map – discuss distance from Great Britain and how we might 

travel to get there. Look at language, culture, stories, food and festivals. Compare everyday 

life with our own. How you can help: discuss any memories you may have of visiting France 



looking at photos etc. Make the most of any opportunities to discuss how people in different 

may live their lives in similar or different ways to ourselves. 

Art – as last term, much of art work will support other subject areas, for example: using 

plants observed in Science as a starting point for sketching, painting and collage.  We will 

continue to develop and refine our use of media and materials and begin to evaluate our 

own and others’ work. We will also look at some famous artists and styles e.g. pointillism 

and Van Gogh's sunflowers. How you can help: encourage the use of a variety of materials to 

create art at home. Look at illustrations in books and discuss what you like or dislike about 

them – compare illustrations by the same artist e.g. Axel Scheffler (The Gruffalo), Eric Carle 

(The Very Hungry Caterpillar)  - to encourage an interest in art. 

Design and Technology – as with art, much of our work will support other subject areas of 

the curriculum.  We will continue to develop the use of tools and materials to create a 

desired effect, as well as successful fastening techniques. 

Music –We will sing, listen to and play a variety of musical instruments, focussing on 

rhythm, beat and pitch. How you can help: encourage your child to join in with songs 

through a variety of media – provide the opportunity to listen to a wide variety of music, 

identifying rhythm and beat through clapping or moving to music. 

P.S.H.E – relationships - discussing how to manage our feelings in the way we behave 

towards others, recognising and understanding feelings in other people. Changes – 

recognising how we are developing and changing, and coping with change. How you can 

help: discuss feelings that can make relationships difficult and strategies to manage them; 

positive feelings from successful relationships. Talk about changes, such as moving to a new 

house, and the feelings surrounding these events. 

R.E. – explores the sense of belonging and that Christians express their sense of belonging in 

different ways, such as baptism. Learn some bible stories. Learn about Christianity and 

Judaism. 

P.E. – This term Class One will be enjoying a series of dance lessons taught by Miss Murray 

and learning to perform dances related to the story of Jack and the beanstalk. We will 

continue to develop skills with a variety of equipment. Refine movements in gymnastics to 

work with a partner to create simple sequences. Practise athletics and team races in 

preparation for Sports Day. How you can help: continue to encourage as much outdoor play 

as possible using a variety of toys and equipment. 

Forest School – will continue throughout the term providing opportunities in all areas of the 

curriculum, as well as developing independence, self-esteem and teamwork. How you can 

help: thank you for support in ensuring that your child has suitable clothing for our activities. 

Hopefully we will have good weather this term – the children will still need long trousers or 



leggings, and long sleeved T-shirts, to protect them from stinging nettles and brambles, as 

well as from the sun. Sun hats will also be necessary, as well as water bottles. 

Thank you again for your continued support. As always, if you have any concerns about your 

child’s learning, or any other issues, please do not hesitate to speak to me. 

 

 

Mrs Lane  

 


